
May the Lord give you Peace! September 17, 2021

Minister’s Message
Peace and All Good, Tau Shalom! 

As we approach the final days of Summer, the month of September 
is an excellent reminder of the celebrations we are about to 
undergo, whether it’s the profession anniversaries that many of us 
have, the celebration of St. Francis Day, or our preparation for the 
regional visitation. These days of September also provide us with 
tools to use the Season of Creation to reflect on the glory of God. I 
invite you to take an extra opportunity to sing praises to God by 
running to the sacraments, taking a  moment in creation for 
contemplation, and by building fraternitas in community with our 
fraternity and the world. In addition to the invitation above, let’s 
consider the importance of the following two meeting 
opportunities in the next few weeks.   
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Upcoming Dates 

Wednesday 22 Sept   
6:00 pm - Regular 

Meeting with  
Initial Formation 

San Damiano Chapel 

Viterbo St Francis Week 
October 3-7 

st-francis-week 

Saturday 9 October  
9:00 am - noon:  

Regional Visitation,  
San Damiano Chapel 

Liturgy of the Hours 

Pages for Christian Prayer: 

Evening prayer, Wednesday, 
Sept 22, weekday, page 743 

Morning Prayer, Saturday, Oct 
9:  weekday, page 916

TAU SHALOM 
Emerging Fraternity | Secular Franciscan Order | La Crosse, WI

“Praised be you, my Lord, with all Your creatures, especially Sir Brother 
Sun, who is the day, and through whom You give us light.”

https://www.viterbo.edu/mission-and-ministry/st-francis-week
https://www.viterbo.edu/mission-and-ministry/st-francis-week
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Our next fraternity gathering will be Wednesday, September 22, 
2021, at 6 p.m. at Viterbo. We will begin with evening prayer in the 
chapel and move to our following location for supper, check-in, 
and formation. As we approach our regional visitation, it will be 
imperative that we have as many people present for our fraternity 
meeting to prepare for the Oct. 9th date. If possible, please 
consider joining us in person to continue building fraternity among 
all of our members.  

Our regional visitation will be on the regularly scheduled 2nd 
Saturday, but we will expand it to accommodate the visitation 
process. Our Regional Visitation will be Saturday, October 9, 2021, 
from 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. We will begin with morning prayer in the 
chapel and move to our following location for our Regional 
Visitation. We will conclude with Lunch at Noon.  Regional 
visitations are a normal part of the process in fraternity life, but this 
one will be significant for two reasons: 1) We have not had a 
visitation in a while, so it will be helpful to determine our current 
status and how we are doing. 2) As an emerging fraternity, we are 
preparing for our canonical establishment, and the regional 
leadership helps determine if we are ready for the next step.  

The visitation process will require everyone’s input from our various 
stages, whether we are currently professed, recently professed, 
candidates, or inquirers. This is an important step for our fraternity, 
our communities, and our journeys. I’m excited to share this 
pilgrimage with all of you. Should you have any questions, please 
don’t hesitate to reach out.  

In Christ’s Service,  

Emilio Alvarez, ofs 

Tau Shalom Fraternity (Emerging)  

Minister  

Spiritual Assistant’s Message
ABOUT THE SEASON OF CREATION 

When Pope Francis inaugurated a “season of creation” in 2015, he 
joined Catholic cooperation with the Protestant initiative and 
concretized what he had written in Laudato Si. 

As Franciscans, a season of ecological sensitivity is especially dear 
to our hearts.  With Francis and Clare, this season is a time to renew 
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Upcoming Meeting 
Information 

We will meet in person for the 
upcoming meetings.  We will 
gather in the San Damiano 
Chapel for prayer and then 
proceed either to Campus 
Ministry or to a designated room

Zoom link will be available for 
those who are unable to join us 
in person.

IMPORTANT: Fraternal and 
Pastoral Visitation from the 
Queen of Peace Region will take 
place at our October 9 
gathering.

From our Treasurer 

Please continue to support Tau 
Shalom with your financial 
contributions.  Checks may be 
made payable to “Secular 
Franciscan Order, Tau Shalom.”   
The basket will be available at in 
person meetings, or send your 
contributions to:

Frederick Ellis OFS 
1320 Pinecrest Lane, #13 
Onalaska, WI 54650-3479
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our relationship with our Creator and all creation through celebration, conversion and commitment 
together. 

It was Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios I who proclaimed September 1 as a day of prayer for creation.  In fact 
the Orthodox Church year starts on that day with a commemoration of how God created the world.  In 
recent years, statements from religious leaders around the world have also encouraged people to take time 
to care for creation during this month long celebration which concludes on October 4, the feast of Our Holy 
Father Saint Francis. 

This year’s theme is “ A Home for all? Renewing the Oikos of God”.  Oikos is the Greek word for “home” or 
“household”; likewise, the proposed symbol is Abraham’s Tent – which represents our commitment to 
safeguarding a place for all who share our common home. 

Tau Shalom Fraternity’s ethos fits in well with who we are as Secular Franciscans and our work with the Place 
of Grace, the Afghan Refugees and La Crosse’s homeless definitely aims to create an “Oikos” befitting the 
dignity of all humankind. 

The month of September appropriately can be called “Franciscan-tide”.  As we anticipate the Feast of the 
Stigmata on the 17th, the celebration of the Archangels Michael, Gabriel and Raphael on the 29th and the 
Transitus and Feast of Francis on October 4 – let us embrace this season of creation and the building of an 
“Oikos” for the people of God. 

Shalom 

Brother Conrad 

Formation Station 
May the Lord give you peace my Franciscan sisters and brothers! 

We are indeed in exciting times—on Oct. 9th we have our review for the Canonical establishment of Tau 
Shalom Fraternity, on Sept. 22nd we begin a new cycle of Formation in The Franciscan Journey starting 
with Chapter 5 “Lay Secular Spirituality” and effective immediately we will have Initial Formation 
exclusively at our 4th Wednesday Fraternity meetings while our 2nd Saturday meetings will afford us the 
opportunity to consider more varied Franciscan Formation materials suited to the interests of Fraternity 
members (“ongoing formation”).  Our Saturday meetings will include Morning Prayer, Check-In, 
Business and Social/Meal time, as well as an ongoing formation topic. 

We will explore the following topics in Ch. 5 “Lay Secular Spirituality” 

•Franciscan spirituality 

•The demands of Baptism 

•The Trinity and Franciscan spirituality 

•Application of the Parable of the Sower to our lives 

Franciscan spirituality 

-The Secular Franciscan Order (OFS): a lay order that involves participation in the discipline and 
penitential practices of Franciscan spirituality while retaining the autonomy typical of their lay and 
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secular condition. The Rule of 1978 enables the OFS to be autonomous. Secular Franciscans develop 
love in full measure so that it becomes their natural reaction to life and people and problems and 
celebrations. The OFS Rule states: …In these fraternities the brothers and sisters, led by the Spirit, 
strive for perfect charity in their own secular state (OFS Rule #2). 

Baptism 

-Baptism makes us members of the community of believers, the People of God called “Church.” God 
calls us to intimacy with Jesus and to love one another. 

-“Baptism brings the responsibility to listen to and implement the Word of God. The gifts of the Holy 
Spirit enable us to do what we could not do alone. …because apart from me you can do nothing. 
(John 15:5). …the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control. There is no law against such things. (Galatians 5:22-23)” 

-As baptized Catholic Christians we are all called to priestly service, prophetic service and we given a 
place in the Kingdom of God. We reflect on Rule #19: “Mindful that they are bearers of peace which 
must be built up unceasingly, they should seek out ways of unity and fraternal harmony through 
dialogue, trusting in the presence of the divine seed in everyone and in the transforming power of love 
and pardon.” 

The Most Holy Trinity 

-The Most Holy Trinity was central to the spirituality of Saint Francis and is integral to the OFS. It 
was through Jesus that Francis came to recognize the role of the Most Holy Trinity in his life. 
Relationship [LOVE] is at the heart of the Most Holy Trinity. These passages from the Rule and 
Constitutions are revealing: “In their family they should cultivate the Franciscan spirit of peace, 
fidelity, and respect for life … (Rule #17); …they should strive to move from the temptation of 
exploiting creation to the Franciscan concept of universal kinship (Rule #18); …husbands and wives 
in particular should bear witness in the world to the love of Christ for His Church (Rule #17); 
Messengers of perfect joy in every circumstance, they should strive to bring joy and hope to others 
(Rule #19); …following the example of Saint Francis of Assisi, who made Christ the inspiration and 
center of his life with God and people (Rule #4); With Jesus, obedient even to death, they should seek 
to know and do the will of the Father. They should give thanks to God for the gift of freedom and for 
the revelation of the law of love. …They should take on the risk of courageous choices in their life in 
society with decisiveness and serenity. (Constitutions-article 12.2).” 

Parable of the Sower (Luke 8:9-15) 

“…But as for the seed that fell on rich soil, they are the ones who, when they have heard the word, 
embrace it with a generous and good heart, and bear fruit through perseverance.” 

May we all be “rich soil,” hear the Word, “embrace it with a generous and good heart, and bear 
fruit through perseverance”—fruit that will last unto Eternity! AMEN! 

Pax et Bonum! 

Charlie Peters, OFS 

Formation Director 
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Birthdays and Profession Anniversaries
Tony Seger - Birthday, September 14 

Emilio Alvarez - Birthday, September 15 

John Abendroth - Anniversary of Profession, September 17, 2005  

Mary Seger - Birthday, September 20 

Emilio Alvarez - Anniversary of Profession, September 24, 2018 

Peggy Dubois - Anniversary of Profession, September 24, 2018 

Kevin Dubois - Anniversary of Profession, September 24, 2018 

John Ott - Anniversary of Profession, September 24, 2018 

Charlie Peters - Anniversary of Profession, September 24, 2018 

Josh Weatherford - Anniversary of Profession, September 24, 2018 

Faye Hanley - Birthday, October 12 

John Ott - Birthday, October 15 

Frederick Ellis - Anniversary of Profession, 
October 16, 1995 

Mary Seger - Anniversary of Profession, 
October 21, 1984 

The Rule of the Secular Franciscan Order - Article 2
“The Secular Franciscan Order holds a special place in this family circle.  It is an organic union of all 
Catholic fraternities scattered throughout the world and open to every group of the faithful.  In these 
fraternities the brothers and sisters, led by the Spirit, strive for perfect charity in their own secular 
state.  By their profession they pledge themselves to live the gospel in the manner of Saint Francis 
by means of this rule approved by the Church.”  

This second paragraph identifies the Secular Franciscan Order as a vital part of the whole family of 
Francis and points out its special secular character.  It also stresses that all the necessary 
prerequisites are present to make it an official Order within the Catholic Church. 

from The Rule of the Secular Franciscan Order with Catechism and Instructions (1981)
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Grace Notes
A three-ply cord

“A three-ply cord is not easily broken.”  This odd little saying from the Hebrew Scriptures has stayed with me 
for a while.  Because I spend much of my free time with cords of one, two, three or more plies, I find it quite 
true in practical application - cords or yarns comprised of multiple smaller threads are strong.  I often 
wondered where in the Bible it could be found, and what was its context.  I was at a weaving workshop 
where the instructor was talking about what yarns to use for warp, those yarns that need to stand up to high 
tension, abrasion and many other kinds of abuse.  Out of my mouth popped “A three-ply cord is not easily 
broken.  But I don’t really know what it means.”  A voice came from the corner of the room - our studio 
assistant, who generally never spoke up:  “It is about the strength of the community.”   

The saying comes from Ecclesiastes 4:12, “Where one alone may be overcome, two together can resist. A 
three-ply cord is not easily broken.”  According to a footnote, it is “an ancient proverb known centuries 
before biblical times”  and indeed, it communicates the strength and safety within community. 

Our Franciscan family is a three-ply cord for 
us.  While it is true that in a sense we all walk 
the journey alone or sometimes with a 
spouse or a close spiritual confidant, our 
Catholic community  and in particular our 
Franciscan Fraternity (on multiple levels) 
provides strength and reassurance on our 
journey.  Let us give thanks for our little 
community, and pray constantly for our 
Franciscan family - our brothers and sisters 
of Tau Shalom and St Louis fraternities, the 
Queen of Peace Regional Fraternity, the 
National and International Fraternities of 
Secular Franciscans. 

Mary Seger, OFS
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